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Chancallor Kamar H. Samuels

52 Chambers Street
New York, NY 10007

February 27, 2026
Dear Rockaway Park Families:

I am writing to share that New York City Department of Education (NYCDOE) is proposing to merge Rockaway
Park High School for Environmental Sustainability (Rock Park) with Rockaway Collegiate High School (Rock
Collegiate) in building Q410 in the 2026-2027 school year. Merger decisions are made on a case-by-case basis in
partnership with the superintendent and impacted school communities. They are intended to support under-
enrolled schools and address the budgetary and programmatic challenges that may arise because of low
enrollment. This merger was developed in collaboration with the Queens South High Schools Superintendent to
address the enrollment challenges at Rock Park, which have led to budgetary and programmatic constraints. This
merger, if approved, will create a stronger high school with a unified and improved school environment for all
students.

This proposal must be voted on and approved by the Panel for Educational Policy (PEP) prior to
implementation. If it is approved, Rock Park will be combined with Rock Collegiate such that the students, staff,
and resources of Rock Park will become part of the merged Rock Collegiate under the Rock Collegiate name,
although the merged school’s name may change in a future school year in accordance with Chancellor’s
Regulation A-860. The merged Rock Collegiate will continue to be co-located with Channel View School for
Research (Channel View), United Charter High School for the Humanities IV (HUM 1V), and one site of multi-
sited District 75 school P.S. Q256 (P256Q@Q410) in Q410.

If this proposal is approved by the PEP, what does this mean for my child(ren)?

e In the 2026-2027 school year, Rock Park will be merged with Rock Collegiate in Q410. A merger means that
two or more existing school organizations are combined into one school to operate and serve students more
effectively. Rock Park will be combined with Rock Collegiate such that the students, staff, and resources
of Rock Park will become part of the merged Rock Collegiate, which will continue to serve students in grades
9-12 in Q410. Rock Park will no longer exist as a distinct school option following the conclusion of the
current school year and will no longer serve students in Q410.

e The NYCDOE is proposing to merge Rock Park with Rock Collegiate due to the benefits that students in both
school communities would derive from the additional resources made available by merging the two school
organizations into one. Rock Park has experienced low and declining enrollment over the past several years
and is currently the lowest-enrolled district high school in Queens South. These enrollment challenges have
constrained Rock Park from adding programming. Merging Rock Park with Rock Collegiate, which has
consistently higher enrollment, will result in an overall increase to the merged school’s budget.

o Therefore, if this proposal is approved, students attending the merged Rock Collegiate will have access to a
variety of academic and enrichment opportunities, interventions, and other supports that otherwise may not be
financially feasible for either school to offer in the absence of a merger. The schools will work together to
combine their strengths and best practices to provide all students with access to expanded programming and
more educational opportunities than are currently offered at either school, including merging current
FutureReadyNYC pathways available at both schools and considering additional pathways in future school
years.

e All current Rock Park students, with the exception of those graduating high school, will be automatically
registered to attend the merged Rock Collegiate for the 2026-2027 school year in Q410, which will have
sufficient space to accommodate all students. Current Rock Park students who prefer a different school may
seek a transfer for the 2026-2027 school year.
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e High school offers are expected to be released prior to the PEP vote on this proposal. As such, students who
receive an offer to Rock Park will receive direct communication from the Office of Student Enrollment (OSE)
and will have their high school offer replaced with the merged Rock Collegiate. If students do not wish to
attend the merged Rock Collegiate, they may add themselves to waitlists for other schools to which they are
eligible for admission or may work with OSE and Queens South High Schools Superintendent’s team to
explore other school placement options.

e The merged Rock Collegiate will continue to be co-located with Channel View, HUM 1V, and
P256Q@Q410, meaning these schools will share common spaces, including the auditorium, cafeterias,
gymnasiums, library and pool.

e There is no expected impact to current enrollment, academic offerings, or extracurricular programming at
Rock Park for the remainder of the 2025-2026 school year. Beginning in the 2026-2027 school year, all
students attending the merged Rock Collegiate will have access to expanded programming and increased
educational opportunities as a result of this merger.

e All eligible students will continue to receive all mandated special education and English Language Learner
services.

Where can I learn more about this proposal?

For further information about this proposal, please see the Educational Impact Statement and the Building
Utilization Plan, which are available in the main offices of Rock Park, Rock Collegiate, Channel View, HUM IV,
and P256Q@Q410 as well as on the PEP website at: https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved/families/panel-
for-education-policy/2025-2026-pages/may-06-2026-school-utilization-proposals. We encourage you to visit this
website for any updates.

How can I provide feedback?

In advance of the PEP vote, a Joint Public Hearing will be held via teleconference on Tuesday, March 31, 2026, at
6 p.m. All community members will have the opportunity to share feedback about this proposal at the Joint Public
Hearing.

You may also share feedback about this proposal by e-mailing D27Proposals@schools.nyc.gov or calling 212-
374-7621 at any point before 6 p.m. on the day before the scheduled PEP meeting.

We anticipate that the PEP will vote on this proposal on Wednesday, May 6, 2026, at 6 p.m. at Francis Lewis
High School, located at 58-20 Utopia Parkway Queens, New York 11365.

The official Joint Public Hearing Notice is attached.

Sincerely,

Yy o

Josephine Van-Ess, Queens South High Schools Superintendent


https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved/families/panel-for-education-policy/2025-2026-pages/may-06-2026-school-utilization-proposals
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Notice of Language Access for Families

Translations of this document will be available on the Panel for Educational Policy webpage:
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved /families/panel-for-education-policy/panel-meetings

If you do not see a translation available in your preferred language, you can request additional translations via email:
ODPTranslations@schools.nyc.gov

Lajmérim pér Familjet pér Akses Shérbimesh Gjuhésore [Albanian]

Pérkthime té kétij dokumenti do té jené té disponueshme né fagen e internetit té Panelit pér Politika té Edukimit (Panel
for Educational Policy):
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved/families/panel-for-education-policy/panel-meetings

Nése nuk gjeni pérkthim né gjuhén tuaj té parapélgyer, mund té kérkoni njé pérkthim me e-mail:
ODPTranslations@schools.nyc.gov
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https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved/families/panel-for-education-policy/panel-meetings
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ODPTranslations@schools.nyc.gov
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https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved/families/panel-for-education-policy/panel-meetings
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ODPTranslations@schools.nyc.gov

EE RS RKEAE [Chinese-Simplified]
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https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved/families/panel-for-education-policy/panel-meetings
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ODPTranslations@schools.nyc.gov

e FRAREREENE [Chinese-Traditional]
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https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved/families/panel-for-education-policy/panel-meetings
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ODPTranslations@schools.nyc.gov
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Informations concernant Uaccés linguistique pour les familles [French]

Des versions traduites de ce document seront disponibles sur la page Web de la Commission sur la politique éducative :
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved/families/panel-for-education-policy/panel-meetings

Si vous ne trouvez pas de traduction disponible dans la langue de votre choix, il vous est possible de faire une demande de
traductions supplémentaires par e-mail : ODPTranslations@schools.nyc.gov

Avi pou sévis aksé nan lang pou fanmi [Haitian Creole]

Tradiksyon dokiman sa a ap disponib sou pajweéb Komite pou regleman edikasyon an:
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved/families/panel-for-education-policy/panel-meetings

Si ou pa we yon tradiksyon disponib nan lang ou prefere a, ou ka mande tradiksyon nan 1ot lang atrave imél:
ODPTranslations@schools.nyc.gov
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YBenomneHue o A3bIKOBOM Nogaep>kke oasa cemMen [Russian]

MepeBoabl 3TOro AOKYMeHTa onyb/MKOBaHbl Ha caliTe JKCNepTHOM Komuccum no Bonpocam obpasosaHua (Panel for
Educational Policy, PEP):
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved/families/panel-for-education-policy/panel-meetings

Ecnv Bbl He BUANTE AOKYMEHT Ha NpeanoyYTUTeNbHOM ANA BaC A3bIKE, Bbl MOXETe 3aNpoCuTb NepeBoabl Mo umenny
ODPTranslations@schools.nyc.gov

Notificacion de servicios de acceso lingiliistico para las familias [Spanish]

En la pagina web del Panel para la Politica Educativa podra acceder a traducciones de este documento:
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved/families/panel-for-education-policy/panel-meetings

Si no encuentra la traduccién en su idioma de preferencia, puede solicitar traducciones adicionales escribiendo a:
ODPTranslations@schools.nyc.gov

MoBigoMNeHHA NPo NOCYrn MOBHOIO CynpoBoAy AA CiMei [Ukrainian]

Mepeknagyn Lboro 4OKyMeHTa 6yayTb AOCTYMNHI Ha Be6-cTopiHLUi KomiTeTy 3 nMTaHb OCBITHLOT NONITUKM:

https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved/families/panel-for-education-policy/panel-meetings

AKWO BM He BaumTe NepeKknas Ha 6axaHy MOBY, BU MOXeTe HaAicnaT 3anNuT Ha A0AaTKOBI NepeKknaam eneKkTPoHHO
NoLITOtO:
ODPTranslations@schools.nyc.gov
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ODPTranslations@schools.nyc.gov

Oilalar uchun til imkoniyatlari to‘g‘risidagi xabarnoma [Uzbek]

Ushbu hujjatning tarjimalari Ta’lim siyosati paneli veb-sahifasida mavjud bo‘ladi:
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved/families/panel-for-education-policy/panel-meetings

Agar siz o0'zingiz yoqtirgan tilda tarjimani ko'rmasangiz, qo'shimcha tarjimalarni elektron pochta orgali so'rashingiz

mumkin:
ODPTranslations@schools.nyc.gov
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